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SUMMER ASSIGNMENT FOR JUNIORS GOING INTO THEIR SENIOR YEAR

Congratulations on making it to your last summer as a high school student!  In an effort to get the wheels turning for a productive senior year and a successful college application process please research the “college application process.”  Two excellent sources are Barons’ Essays That Will Get you into College and Writing a Successful College Application Essay. Please use these texts to complete the assignment outlined below.  Answer each question completely.
1. Why do you need to write a college essay?

2. Who will read your essay?

3. What are they looking for?

4. What is the common application?

5. Make a list of 10 or more of your strengths and outstanding characteristics.
6. Who or what has influenced you the most?

7. What are your goals?  If you don’t know, what do you not want to do?

8. According to the texts, what shouldn’t you write about?

9. Which sample essay from the texts did you like the most?  Why?

10. Choose 3 common application topics and outline 3 essays using the steps contained in the text.

Read The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams and answer the following questions.
1. What is the setting of the play?  Could this story have been possible in another time and place?  Explain your answer.

2. Compare the reactions of Tom and Laura when their mother asks them to make a wish on the moon.  What does each reveal about this/her character?

3. Each of the members of the Wingfield family has a symbol that is related to their character.  Describe the symbol and how it relates to him or her.

Similar to the Wingfield family, we all have objects, memories, and places that are important to us.  In a well constructed essay, (approximately 300-500 words, typed. Double spaced, 12 font) choose an object that symbolizes you and your personality/character.  Describe the object and how it personifies your feelings, thoughts, ambitions etc.  What does it say about you?  Is it apparent to others?  Will it change as you grow older? How is your object similar or different from that of the characters in the play?
Remember, your summer reading assignment constitutes a significant portion of your first marking period grade. Bring all assignments to school with you on the first day of classes in September. Your English teacher will collect and grade it. Also, expect an announced test on the play within the first weeks of school.
